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[Andrea Petrass] Like some kind of a voice coach thing, but I want to do it 
the right way. I don’t want to screw things up. I don’t want to learn bad 
habits, and I don’t want to do something that could potentially be harmful. 

[Jamie Wagman] Right, right. I hear you. Well. We’re taping this now. So, 
for the purpose of people who might be reading this one day, I’ll state my 
name and the date. So, I’m Jamie Wagman at Saint Mary’s College, and it 
is July 19 th , 2015. Do you want to state your name? 

[AP] I’m Andrea Petrass, and... 

[JW] Here we are. 

[AP] Yes. Exactly. 

[JW] So will you tell us a little bit about yourself, in terms of like, starting at 
the beginning here? So, when were you born and where were you born? 

[AP] I was born April 10, 1960 in South Bend, Indiana. I was the first of 
two kids my parents had. I’ve got a brother who is three years younger 
than I am. My dad started out as a schoolteacher, and then became a 
librarian for the schools. 

I’ve lived in South Bend all of my life except for the 69-70 school year. I 
lived in Muncie, because my dad went back to Ball State for his library 
science degree. And we lived there again part of the school year for ’71 
when he finished his degree. 

Other than that, it’s been here the whole time! My grandparents...well, my 
mom’s dad I never knew - he died in ’49. So, I grew up with my dad’s 
grandparents, or my dad’s parents rather, and my mother’s mother. Not a 
big family around here. I had a great aunt and uncle that lived here, 
that...for a long time I thought it was just my aunt and uncle because 
that’s all we called them. I had a brother. I didn’t have any cousins that 
lived here. 

My mom’s got two sisters that are married and have lived in Arizona, 
since...one of them since about 60, I think about 1960 and the other one 
moved out there in 67, 68. So those cousins I was, you know, was really 
never around. 

My dad’s got a sister who lived up in Birmingham, Michigan. They had 
three kids, and we saw them occasionally but not that much. But 
that’s...got more relatives living in Canada than the U.S. 

[JW] Oh is that right? 
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[AP] Yes. Well, both my maternal grandmother was from Canada and then 
my mom’s dad had four brothers, all of whom lived in Canada at one time 
or another and some of them went back and either never came down here 
or came down here and went back. So, there’s two sides of the family in 
Canada. I have a cousin I met actually online that lives out near 
Vancouver who is also trans and transitioned about ten years ago. So 
that’s pretty much my family. 

00:03:53 [JW] Interesting, yes, we’ll come back to that. What about your religious 
life? Did you grow up going to church? 

[AP] My mother, at one time, was an organist for First United Methodist 
Church. She...I don’t know how old I was when she quit doing that. I 
remember going with her fairly often. She would always practice, but she 
wasn’t...I don’t remember her actually playing for services, but she always 
practiced. The church there had two; they had a pipe organ in the main 
sanctuary. 

They had a pipe organ in the chapel. 

So, we’d go down there, and I’d go with and listen. I grew up listening to 
classical music. Beethoven, Bach, Brahms, you know, all the big stuff. 
That’s what she played. That’s what I heard at home. I went through...I 
don’t even remember what age it is. You go through a whole confirmation 
classes before you’re...well I guess confirmed is the word! 

00:05:15 I had no real interest in church and religion. I went to the confirmation 
classes and I was sitting there at my desk or table, whatever we were 
doing, and there was probably a magazine of some kind open in my book. 
So, it appeared I was paying attention, but... 

[JW] Not so much. 

[AP] I mean I kind of absorbed information but wasn’t interested terribly. I 
didn’t think religion was...I just didn’t. And my parents - even though they 
were in the church, they were in the choir. Every Wednesday night they’d 
go to choir practice; every Sunday we’d go to church. 

When we got old enough, we were on our own, there was a balcony at the 
back. 

00:06:16 We’d sit up - my brother and I and some other kids, kids whose parents 
were in the choir. We’d sit up there and we’d wait till they did their entry 
processional and when they finished singing and sat down, we’d quietly 
disappear and go to McDonald’s down the street. And then show back up 
just in time for church to be done. We’d either make it back for the 
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recessional or just when everyone was leaving the sanctuary and just 
milling about. 

And because I paid attention to what was being...because I was either at 
choir practice or I paid attention to what they were talking about, I knew 
what song, so I could always BS my way and say, “oh this sounded really 
good or that sounded really nice.” 

And whether they had a clue, I really don’t know. I know my father couldn’t 
have seen us that far back. 

[JW] That’s very funny. 

[AP] We always thought we pulled it off...and my parents never said 
anything. So. We may have gotten away with it. We may have just thought 
we got away with it. But... 

00:07:25 I was in the youth group, which was interesting because the youth group - 
except for the fact that we met at church, it was really not what I expected 
a church youth group would be. The couple that ran it, younger couple...I 
don’t remember...if they had kids, they were quite young. And we were all 
like junior high age. Seven, eight, nine, tenth grade maybe. 

And, like I said, we met at the church but other than doing some kind of 
work that was like... beneficial to the church or church members. We’d go 
on the holidays and do Christmas carols at some of the nursing homes, or 
places...especially where there were people from the church. But other 
than that, the only really church related thing I can remember was we 
went to Tulsa, Oklahoma one summer and tore up and replaced linoleum 
tile in the only Native American United Methodist Church in the country! 

[JW] Oh, interesting. 

00:08:52 [AP] It was interesting! We had to ride one of those miserable church 
buses; which was nothing but a repainted school bus. It was the most 
awful, uncomfortable thing to ride in. We stayed in this really cute, you 
know, wooden, white clapboard wooden country church in Missouri. And 
that’s when I realized the name of the state of Missouri should be 
pronounced misery because it was just the most awful, humid, horrible 
place I’d ever been in my life. 

[JW] Yeah, I hear you. That’s my home state. 

[AP] I have no idea where this town was, but it was just...between the 
horrible bus ride, and...you couldn’t sleep. Those churches weren’t well 
ventilated, and it was just miserable. It was hotter when we got to Tulsa. 


Page 4 of 43 



Indiana University South Bend Civil Rights Heritage Center Oral History Project 

Andrea Petrass interview, July 15, 2015 


00:10:05 


00:10:40 


00 : 12:00 


00:13:13 


But at least it was drier. It was still uncomfortable. And even the people at 
the church there...I mean, they really appreciated our being there. 

But we were at the church, but it could have been virtually anywhere. It 
wasn’t this...aside from saying grace at meals, it was like we could have 
been at a nursing home, we could have been at... anyplace, there just 
wasn’t....and I think that’s the only reason I kind of stuck around is 
because it was that way. If people were shoving religion at me, no, it 
wouldn’t have worked. 

[JW] Well then so.. .you mentioned to me the last time we talked that you 
knew from an early age what genders did, gender codes, what was 
acceptable, what little boys should say, what little girls should do - so 
where did that come from? What do you think shaped that? Was it the 
church? You said you knew what to say and not to say about wanting to 
be one of the girls. I was hoping you’d talk about that. 

[AP] I don’t...I can’t say that I remember really being...it’s like I kind of 
absorbed it, just like osmosis. I never had...my parents always were kind 
of...they came out and said boys can be nurses; girls can be doctors. 

There was never any “you can’t do this because...” I had a doll as a child. 

I had a baby buggy. And there’s pictures to prove it, which horrifies my 
wife...and you know, because my parents are one way, I am the way I 
am, according to her. 

And it was just, I think it was stuff I just kind of learned, whether it was 
conscious observation, or it was just you got the idea. The kids that lived 
around us were very traditional, I mean there was an Irish Catholic family 
next door. 

The boy ran around - every summer they got their heads buzzed. I mean 
the boys and girls would play together but it was always very gendered. 
Stereotypically gendered I guess I should say. 

And it was...I wanted to play with the girls. I wanted to be one of the girls. 

I was more comfortable with them, but I also got...in whatever way it was 
presented, you got the message that you didn’t do that. Not from my 
parents, and I don’t think even the other kids’ parents, but it was definitely 
from the kids. You know. It’s like... 

I can’t think of any specific instances where somebody called me a sissy. I 
know it happened. It wasn’t...it wasn’t something that was I guess 
connected with anything traumatic enough. I didn’t get myself beat up over 
it, or anything like that. 
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But you just kind of learn this kind of behavior was just not acceptable. 

And the girls too - after you got to a certain point, then you’re an icky boy. 
Then they don’t want to hang around with you. 

I knew a couple of kids I went to grade school with would be considered — 
couple boys—that would be considered quite effeminate. And they had a 
relationship with the girls that I really envied. I wondered to this day 
whatever happened to them because I lost track of them after grade 
school. 

00:14:28 I’ve always been curious what happened in their lives, you know, did 

they... five years from, did they still, were they still able to maintain that 
kind of a relationship with the girls because you know, and one of them for 
certain I’ve really been curious about because they both were not only 
rather effeminate behavior wise but also appearance wise. And I was 
jealous...well, envious rather than jealous. Because they were able to 
keep those...to maintain those relationships. 

They were accepted in those circles. And...probably...you know, had they 
identified as trans. And at least at the time I knew them, would have made 
very attractive girls and fit in quite well. What happened after puberty - 
well, that’s another story. You know. 

00:15:40 [JW] But we talked...you didn’t really have the language of the word 
“trans” back in those days, right, and nor did your peers I’m thinking? 

[AP] No, anything like that. If you were male bodied and you were 
effeminate, you got called out on it and you got bullied. And I felt bad 
about it for them for that. It wasn’t...when I was around, it wasn’t really 
bad...I don’t remember them actually getting beat up or anything. There 
was verbal stuff, but I think they.. .it’s just.. .you kind of knew. 

And I guess it was just kind of this... I saw what went on with them and I 
just kind of learned it. I didn’t want to be treated like that, so I kind of just 
learned to butch up real well. And I played mostly with boy’s toys and 
stuff. I mean that’s what I had. And I liked them. It wasn’t that my parents 
bought me gendered toys as a way to...it was I actually enjoyed it. 

[JW] You asked for them. 

00:17:17 [AP] Right. I collected... I wanted to grow up on a farm and I collected 

farm toys. Every Christmas I’d take my Christmas money and the day after 
Bright way would have their sale on toys. And I’d go buy tractors and farm 
equipment, stuff like that, and get my parents to drag me around to the 
farm equipment dealers so I could collect literature off the racks! That was 
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like a once a year thing. And I got along with it... I could play being boy like 
everybody else, but there was this kind of...it was me, but it wasn’t really. 

00:18:06 [JW] So from a young age did it feel like you were “playing boy?” Did it 
feel like you were playing a role? 

[AP] There were times when...of course they didn’t call it gender 
dysphoria back then...I didn’t know there was really a name for it. I didn’t 
know there were other people like me. I didn’t know. At some point I 
became aware of Christine Jorgensen. And then... 

[JW] Renee? 

[AP] Yeah, Renee and I can’t remember her last name now. 

[JW] Richards. 

[AP] Yeah Renee Richards! And that’s something I want to talk to my 
mom about. My mom is a tennis fiend. And it’s like, she’s...the tv is on, if 
there’s tennis on, my mom is watching it. And I thought about this this the 
other day. I really want to ask my mom now if she remembers Renee 
Richards, and what she thought back then. 

00:19:03 So, yeah so there was Renee Richards; there was Christine Jorgensen. 
There was Walter Carlos, who became Wendy, which is interesting 
because the first tape...we had Walter Carlos records. 

The Walter Carlos did “Switched-On Bach”, which my parents, that’s not 
what they would have listened to but because it was classical music, they 
did have one or two... I think they bought them probably because I wanted 
them. And I thought about it. And I don’t know that my parents were really 
even aware of Walter becoming Wendy. 

[JW] Interesting. 

[AP] But that’s another thing that if I remember it I might ask my parents. 
To me, it was kind of funny that they bought me Walter Carlos albums. 

00:20:04 [JW] At what age? How old were you? 

[AP] Oh, I don’t know! 

[JW] A teenager? 

[AP] Probably...yeah somewhere in my teens. But the first record they 
bought me was Deep Purple’s Machine Head, and they regretted I think. 
Because I played that every morning when I woke up and I think they 
hated it. 
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00:20:27 [JW] You mentioned early on, teenage years, that there was some 

confusion for you of wanting to be a girl but also date a girl and I was 
hoping you could talk about that? 

[AP] Oh, God, yes, that was confusing. I liked girls. I wanted to hang out 
the girls. I would have preferred. I didn’t have problems with the guys 
because that’s what I knew, that’s where...that’s who my friends were. But 
I wanted to be...I wanted that with girls though...not necessarily 
exclusively but at least as part of things. 

And you know...as you got older and there became this kind of pressure 
to have a girlfriend and stuff like that, and I was shy in a lot of ways, then it 
started...especially you know, closer to puberty. 

00:21:45 I mean it got worse because I wanted to be friends with the girls and 
especially when puberty came around then it started to being... I’m 
attracted to them physically but I also wanted...not only did I want to be a 
girl, but I wanted to be with the girls, like romantically. I didn’t know 
anybody like that! 

That just wasn’t...this is weird. I know I’m physically attracted to them, but 
you know I didn’t have Aunt Harriet who lives with her “friend”. There 
wasn’t anything I had personal knowledge about with people in same sex 
relationships. 

There was a man...in fact the lady that was my mother’s organ teacher. 
They had a little apartment attached to their house. And they had a 
gentleman living there who was single, who was well into his ‘60s or 70s 
and nowadays I have a feeling that. I think his name was Heights? I have 
a feeling that he was probably gay. I don’t remember him ever having... 
any kind of relationship with anybody. 

00:23:10 But looking back on it for years, I always thought maybe he was gay. If not 
closeted then certainly very discreet. And it was strange. I feel this way 
about the girls, and puberty only made it worse. And then I realize yeah, 
once in a great while there’s a boy I kind of like and I’m kind of attracted 
to. And that was kind of difficult. 

But yeah. The whole thing with...I want to be one of the girls; I want to be 
with the girls. I see somebody that I find...I am thinking different things at 
the same time. I’m thinking, “oh, she’s cute, I wonder if she would like to 
go out with me.” And I’m also thinking “I love that outfit; where did she get 
it? I want to know what it’s like to be her.” And it could be really confusing 
and awkward. 
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And I had a girlfriend. In fact, my first real girlfriend. It was interesting 
because she was... I would say quite masculine of center. She was 
definitely tomboy. She would ride dirt bikes and play football. She 
was...and I would hear stuff. The guys would say stuff about her when we 
were dating and at other times because she was not stereotypically 
feminine either in behavior or in build. 

She was this kind of muscular in stature and if somebody gave her a hard 
time, she could probably whoop their butt! So, there’s this tall, skinny me 
with this kind of butch-ish red-headed girl. Yeah, I heard about Kelly the 
linebacker and this and that and a lot of things. 

And it was just...and I really didn’t think about it at the time, but when I 
thought about it later, I thought this is kind of interesting: cause here’s me, 
who can’t act on my...how I feel internally. And she’s the one who came 
after me. 

It was a weird on again off again; it started in grade school and was an on 
again off again thing through... maybe through high school. And in the 
end we just ended up as drinking buddies. We’d go off and drive in the 
country and a bunch of us and usually in her car and drink beer and drive 
around. Do stupid kid things. 

And the first girl that I ever...the one I would say that I was really in love 
with was complicated. I think we were kind of together for a couple years. I 
thought she was just gorgeous. She was tall and slim. I loved her fashion 
sense. She dressed like I wanted to dress, and that was kind of a weird 
thing, I mean... 

I can remember going to the prom. She and her mother made her prom 
dress. And I just hated the stupid tux I had to wear. I would have been 
okay if she wanted to wear the tux; I wanted to wear the dress. And I 
couldn’t say anything to her. I just...I never had the courage to ever bring 
anything like that up. And it was weird. 

And I was.. .oh my God, I was a virgin until I was.. .oh geez.. .very late 
teens, early 20s. And we fooled around a lot, but I think...especially when 
I looked at it later, I think there was some frustration on her part because I 
wasn’t...you know...she never came out and said anything but I almost 
think there was some kind of frustration on her part that I wasn’t being 
enough of a guy? 

I think she expected sex, and I wasn’t ready for it. I didn’t feel...I just 
didn’t... it wasn’t that I didn’t know what to do physically, I didn’t know how 
to approach it, or I just had problems in my head. Being, it was kind of 
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being...doing what I was expected to do and just wasn’t really feeling it. 
Especially with her. 

And I was, like I said, just like madly in love with her. She went to school, 
after we graduated she went to school in Florida. I don’t even remember 
what the place was called. It was travel school. It was where you went to 
learn how to be a travel agent or a concierge or work on a cruise ship or 
do things like that. And that was...we carried on a long-distance 
relationship for quite a while. I think she met some guy in a band. And that 
was the end of it. 

[JW] And what did you do after high school? 

[AP] A lot of nothing. I hung out with a friend of mine and we would quite 
often go to a bar and we went to lots and lots of concerts. We ended up 
hanging out at a bar in the Edwardsburg area with some girls I went to 
school with. It was fun - they were fun people to be around. I had no 
romantic interest in them. 

It was just fun to hang out with them and just be...I was never treated like 
one of the girls, but I never felt like I had to be one of the guys. I don’t 
know how to put that, it’s not like... 

It was nice just being friends with somebody and not expected to be 
romantically interested in them. And I always hated it, because the guys 
that I knew were always...they’re chasing girls and there’s all of this “does 
she put out; I can’t wait to...” And it’s like to me, that attitude was always 
kind of horrifying in a way. 

I guess I looked at it differently. And it’s like, I know how they think; I know 
how they talk, and I don’t want to be treated like that. And I don’t know if at 
the time I necessarily thought of it like I do now. But I quite often looked at 
it or at least thought I looked at what was going on from a girl’s 
perspective. And that was a little weird. 

[JW] Did you express your gender at that point? Did you... 

[AP] No, I was...no, I don’t think I could have. I grew up. I had friends in 
high school. I went to lots of concerts. I mean, lots of concerts. And it was 
always hard rock. 

By 1982, I had seen Ted Nugent 14 times. I had seen REO Speedwagon 
14 times. If their lighting and sound crews OD-ed, my friend Ted and I 
probably could have taken over the lights and the board and the show 
could have gone on because we’d seen it so many times! We knew what 
was going on. We probably could have done it. 
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And it just...it was nuts. And that’s what we did all the time! We went to 
one concert after another. If it was rock, now. Ted’s nickname was 
“Animal.” And he had this kind of wild, wavy, curly haired...he looked like 
a black-haired version of Animal from the Muppets. And he was also a 
drummer! And that was just kind of Ted’s persona. You know? 

It’s like you never knew quite what was going to happen. And he was in 
band. The band kids got big double-wide lockers. His unfortunate locker 
partner made the mistake of looking in the large duffle bag hanging in the 
locker one day and found a great big boa constrictor! You just never quite 
knew. 

He wore a T-shirt I think at one time that said Bloodlust. That was his 
other, I think that was kind of a nickname for him. He had this kind of...he 
projected an image...if you got him kind of off, he was you know. He was 
very smart, but I didn’t dare... 

I mean he wore a t-shit, “Death to Disco” T-shirt. I didn’t dare open my 
mouth because I might be listening to Jethro Tull over here, but it’s like, I 
love Donna Summer! 

I really liked the whole Motown... funk? And that stuff...that was not 
acceptable with the crowd of people I hung out with - or I certainly felt that 
it wasn’t. And it’s not like, “hey, you know, instead of getting tickets to see 
Nazareth, you want to go see Earth, Wind and Fire?” You know, later, it’s 
like.. .’’no, I don’t want to see this band. I want to go see Madonna!” No, I 
could not do that. 

And I would go to dances, and well body issues for one - I’ve got a good 
sense of balance, but I don’t feel coordinated. And I never had the guts to 
dance. I would stand there, and I would watch the girls dancing and it’s 
like “God I want to be able to do that so bad.” 

But I didn’t know how to do it, I didn’t feel comfortable. It’s not like...you 
know, I would see... like if there was something on TV where there were 
couples’ dances like salsa, or all that kind of stuff. “Oh man, that’s really 
neat - but I don’t want to be the guy.” 

It’s like, when one of our kids got married, I think it was the oldest one. My 
wife decided we needed take tango lessons because she thought that was 
so hot. It’s like, yeah, it is. I absolutely hated having to be...learning to 
dance and having to be the guy. I have a good sense of rhythm and I did 
well at it within the limits I allowed myself. But I don’t want to be...that just 
wasn’t what I felt. Yeah, it’s not comfortable. 

[JW] So then when did you meet your first wife? When was that? 
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[AP] Oh God. I met her at the bar in Michigan. It’s interesting. She was 
with the girls I kind of hung out with up there...might not have been there 
that night. But I met my wife through another woman I knew from high 
school. She was married; she was older. One of the people I kind of hung 
out with and mostly partied with worked for her husband at the time. And 
did...he was an electrician. So, Brian helped him, and that’s how I met 
Jenny. 

And there was a period of time, a number of years I lost contact with them. 
They weren’t really my friends. They were, you know, Brian’s boss and his 
wife. And they hung out. But I wasn’t kind of hanging with that crowd 
anymore, and stuff so I lost contact. And then a few years later I see her 
again at this bar in Michigan and she’s divorced and she’s hanging out 
with who became my wife. 

00:37:15 My parents were....my mother was pretty strict. She’s the one that ruled 
the roost at home. And they had definite ideas, particularly my mother, 
about what’s acceptable and what wasn’t, and they didn’t like the fact that 
I was going out all the time. ‘Cause I lived at home. 

And when I didn’t come home at night, that was not good. I wound up 
moving in with Becky. And I don’t know how long we lived together...we 
got married. And I don’t think my parents, certainly not my mother, didn’t 
appreciate that. But that’s what I was doing, and they were supportive and 
stuff. And we were actually married for about a year, most of which we 
spent getting divorced! 

00:38:10 [JW] Right away? 

[AP] It’s like once we were actually married, then it changed. She 
changed! It was just...we got in a fight over something, and we had...she 
had a Doberman that was absolutely such a sweet dog. And she wanted 
to have a litter of puppies and we had her bred. 

And we got into a fight over something at one point, and she got mad and 
threw a steak knife at me hit me in the arm. And that’s when I said, I’m 
done. I’m out of here. I grabbed my stuff. I left, went back to my parent’s 
house. And I don’t remember how long I was gone. 

The puppies were born...when the puppies were born, Sky’s milk didn’t let 
down. So, Becky and her 80-something old mother are trying to feed, 
nurse these puppies and they weren’t nursing either was the other 
problem. You had to use a gastric tube on a syringe, and they had to be 
fed every two hours. And her mom just wasn’t good with this. She was 
having difficulties. 
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I moved back in to take care of puppies. I slept on the floor of the spare 
bedroom. And we kind of got back together, but we kept the top male out 
of the litter - that was supposed to be my dog. And at some point I 
remember being the one sleeping in the bed. Because she wasn’t working 
most of the time. So, she slept on the couch for a while. And I slept in the 
bed with the two dogs - Sky and the male she called Baron. 

And I kind of decided they were much better bed partners than she was 
because they just, you know....didn’t complain, didn’t...you know, it’s 
like...yeah, we...the thing that really killed it: she always complained I 
didn’t make enough money, I didn’t do this, I didn’t do this. 

All the while she’s not working. Because she went to the...she got her 
degree from Ivy Tech. And she thought she should be able to walk right 
out and get a job and get paid really well. Her brother did that. He was an 
electronics technician and he worked for Miles Labs, so he made good 
money. And she thought she should be able to go - and she was eight 
years older than I am too. It wasn’t an issue at first, but there were some 
definite differences as far as life experiences and stuff. 

We came from very different backgrounds. Her parents were very 
religious. She grew up in kind of a... I don’t even know what church it was. 
But they were kind of a.. .definitely the parents much more than she 
was...but she still kind of was. Oh my God, we ended up going to a 
church and it was the strangest thing to actually see somebody speaking 
in tongues. 

And it was strange too because the woman that was the pastor there was 
the mother of somebody I knew when I was in high school. He didn’t go to 
the same high school, but my girlfriend - the one I was absolutely in love 
with - went to North Liberty, and he went to Liberty. So, I knew him just 
from hanging around, you know, people like that. 

Yeah, but the whole church thing, that was the strangest thing I’d ever 
seen: this woman just starts speaking in tongues. I knew it happened; I’d 
heard about it. But to actually be there when somebody in a pew away 
from you does this is just a little different. 

[JW] And then after the divorce, how did you meet Dawn? When was that 
in the timeline? 

[AP] I got...I got married I believe it was in ’84. So, I would have been 24 
years old. And we met, Dawn and I met in ’86. Maybe I didn’t get married 
in ’84, because the divorce wasn’t finished until ’86. And all she did was 
drag her feet. It was a spite thing I think. And she would always holler 
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when something wasn’t going well: “I want a divorce!” And I would say, 

“no, every time you get mad, you can’t just do this.” 

00:43:25 And I think I felt some kind of pressure because I was the first one in my 
family to get married - before my cousins, and I have cousins that are at 
least ten years older than I am. And so, there was this kind of pressure - I 
was the first one to get married, and I didn’t want to be the first one to get 
divorced! I ended up divorced before I think anybody else in the family got 
married! And I don’t have a problem divorce, but there’s this weird social 
thing going on. 

And we met...I had always wanted to learn how to scuba dive. And this 
was from a kid. I grew up watching Jacques Cousteau. I wanted to be a 
diver. I did things like, I can remember. There is a very well-known 
classical organist named Carl Weinrich and I think he played out here at 
the Sacred Heart basilica at Notre Dame - did an organ recital. And my 
mother was not happy with me. Because we went, my brother and I and 
my parents went here to hear this... and I knew, and I listened to him. 

00:44:45 Grew up listening to this kind of stuff. And I’m sitting there in the sanctuary 
at Sacred Heart, and it was wonderful because I’m listening to Bach 
baroque organ music and I’m reading Jacques Cousteau. And my mother 
was so not happy with me, because she didn’t think that was very 
respectful. But I’m like - it doesn’t get better than this. I’m reading about 
sharks and listening to baroque organ music. And I always decided you 
had to be...I don’t remember back then...you had to be to take diving 
lessons at the Y, I think 16. 

But I couldn’t find any friends to take lessons with me. And we didn’t really 
have the money. So. Eventually it got to the point where in ’86, I signed up 
for dive lessons. And you dive with a buddy. You do your pool work with a 
buddy. Stuff like that. 

00:45:55 And one day, Dawn wasn’t at the first class. She didn’t make it. She didn’t 
get signed up in time. And I was partnered with some other girl. And I 
don’t remember how many sessions we had. But at one point, her partner 
didn’t show up. My partner didn’t show up. So, we got paired together. 

So, then that night, she says in order to thank me for helping her - she’d 
hurt her back or something. So, I helped her get her gear on. The tanks 
are heavy. I was just being nice. I was still married! You know, my wife 
wanted no part in it, had no interest in learning to do this. 

So, I was just being nice and I helped her out and she was going to take 
me to Taco Bell. And we got to Taco Bell and ordered and then she 
realized she didn’t have any money. So, she asked me out and I ended up 
having to pay for it! And we got to be good friends and that. 
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And I knew I was getting divorced. I don’t think I had filed, but I knew it 
was coming. I was basically there for the puppies...to help raise them at 
that point. And Dawn’s husband, turns out they were supposed to get 
divorced. He supposedly put a hold on it. Then she finds a letter in the 
mail to him saying this is actually going on, after he lied about it. Stuff like 
that. And we just hit it off. 

And to me, she wasn’t at all...I tend to be attracted to tall. Because I’m 
tall. I tend to be attracted to tall, ideally tall slender...basically I guess the 
term would be height and weight proportionate. And she’s not. She’s 12 
inches shorter than I am. Urn. 

Even then, she probably weighed more than I did - in fact, I’m sure she 
did. Because at that time I was 6’4 and weighed 165 pounds. I varied 
between 165 and 175 well into my 30s. She was so not what I would 
normally be attracted to visually, but her personality...she was outgoing 
and all this kind of stuff. And we hit it off and got involved. 

We went, Becky and I were invited to her house for dinner one night. And 
it was a little weird. We’re sitting there. Dawn’s husband is there. It was 
kind of a couple’s thing. Nobody knew we had something going on, and 
she’s playing footsie with me under the table. It’s like oh my god! This was 
just so strange and so not like anything I ever thought I’d get involved in. 

Her divorce became final. At some point we decided because Becky was 
dragging the divorce on and on and on forever, for no reason, just spite. 
We were living together. Ron was out the door. And she couldn’t afford 
the house by herself. And I moved in. We were living together. She had 
two kids. They were 4 and 6 when we got together. So, I was kind of 
instant family. There were some interesting incidents involving her ex, and 
us, and the police. 

He assaulted her one day, and we called the police. I don’t even 
remember...she was trying to kick him out of the house because he 
thought he had every right to be there and he really didn’t. And something 
happened, and she called the police. Well, he is a county cop. 

So, they sent the state police. And it was two black officers. There’s this 
loud fight going on. I came out and sat on the front steps. The cops came 
in and she came out and sat on the front steps, and I know at one point 
the two officers are standing in the front just shaking their heads, going 
something about “crazy white people.” And I just thought that was the 
funniest thing I had heard in a long time! Eventually it all sorted out. 

We got married. We decided to stop waiting for the divorce and 
everything. She wanted to have a kid, and we were going to have a kid. 
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Got pregnant, and my divorce came through on... oh God, let’s see. It was 
right about the beginning of August. She was pregnant. We put a wedding 
together. We did a backyard wedding. We put it in like a week, two weeks. 
We got married in the backyard. And Ashley...we were married on the 
15 th . Ashley was born on the 23 rd . Yeah, it was close! 

[JW] And you had five children together right, is that right? 

[AP] Three together. Five all together - the oldest two, Jason and Jessica, 
were 4 and 6 when we got together. And then Ashley is ours. And then 
right about two years later was Andrew. And then they told her she had a 
tipped uterus; there were all these problems - you can’t get pregnant! And 
eight years later Alexis was born. So, the kids are two years a part every 
eight years...this kind of odd thing. 

[JW] And at this point you have grandchildren? 

[AP] Oh yeah. Jason, the oldest one, has three girls. Jessica has, from her 
first marriage, she has a son and a daughter. From her second marriage, 
she has a son. And she’s not married yet again. She’s been living with her 
boyfriend for quite a while, and will probably not have any kids, any more 
kids I should say. 

All three of the girls have health problems. Dawn and Jessica have 
been...there’s a genetic marker, and I can’t think of what it is, it’s a protein 
on one of the things...it’s a genetic marker for autoimmune diseases. And 
Lexi has been having eye problems, migraines, all sorts of stuff. We’ve 
taken her to specialists and stuff. They just did...she did horrible in her 
field of vision test. The eye doctor was very concerned. They sent her for 
an MRI; they found spots on her brain. It may be MS. And what really 
stinks is she is not even 18 yet. That’s going to be an interesting thing to 
deal with. 

[JW] I am sorry to hear that. When you became a parent, how did you 
approach talking about gender? Did you try to establish certain ideas 
about gender in your kids? 

[AP] No. Nothing consciously. To me, it didn’t matter what toys you played 
with - what you wanted to do. I would never ever think to tell the boys they 
can’t play with their sisters’ Barbies. I would never...we bought kids the 
toys they wanted - not toys we wanted them to have. It’s not like...I mean, 
if the boys would have wanted Barbies rather than Gl Joes, Dawn I’m sure 
she would have had a problem with it. But I don’t care. It’s a toy. Who 
cares? 
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The girls want to play with tonka toys and matchbox cars? Knock yourself 
out, here you go! And that’s what...that’s how I was raised. And Dawn 
thinks my parents were all kind of weird. We grew up very differently. 

Her dad was a draftsman for Bendix for 30 years. They had a lake 
cottage. And I can remember she went to Catholic school up to eighth 
grade and had twin cousins, had cute twin cousins who also had two 
brothers. The five of them were talking on the playground and the 
playground was segregated and they were talking and one of the nuns 
came and dragged the boys off and they got a lecture on what happens: 
“you know what happens when you talk to boys!” 

And it’s like, first of all you are out of your mind. Second of all, it’s brothers 
and cousins and the nun didn’t know - I don’t know how she didn’t know. 
So, she had a very Catholic upbringing. She was brought up very 
differently. Her dad was coach on the Little League team. She had two 
brothers. One was adopted like she was. The youngest one was surprise 
baby, six years after her. The boys were always athletic. 

There was a lot of very...her upbringing was much more gender 
stereotyped. Mom didn’t work! Mom never worked. Well, Mom didn’t work 
before they adopted Dawn. She was a housewife. He came home; they 
ate at 4:30. Dinner was ready. They never sent her to college - she 
wanted to go to college, but they didn’t send her to college. 

First of all, she got pregnant when she was still in high school. Jason was 
born I think in ’79, and she graduated a half year early. Nothing like having 
your infant at your high school graduation. Graduating when you’re 
married - just good proof that the whole abstinence thing just doesn’t 
work. 

[JW] Well, when in your marriage to Dawn did you start exploring your 
gender identity more and why did you start? 

[AP] I went through periods of time when I could put it away, and it 
wouldn’t bother me. And then it would come back, and it would be an 
issue. And I would deal with it however I could. About the time I was 20, I 
had pretty much decided that this is who I am, this is how I feel. It’s not 
publicly acceptable. I kind of thought if I could accept myself as this, I 
could put it away and it shouldn’t bother me anymore. I could bury it, and it 
wouldn’t be there. 

I didn’t have much problem with it the first time I was married really. She 
had no idea. She didn’t know anything about it. She was 57 - so she was 
actually reasonably tall, but much bigger physically than I was. I was just 
this tall stick thin thing. 
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And there were a couple of times she had...they weren’t real corsets, but 
corset-style tops. I wore them a few times. I had clothes of my own. I have 
had my own women’s clothes since I was probably, well, it would have 
been in grade school. 

00:59:53 [JW] Okay. Where did you get them in grade school? 

[AP] Things that got lost, left behind, a sweater, somebody changed tops 
or something and it didn’t get claimed. I kind of claimed them. 

[JW] Would you hide them? 

[AP] Oh yeah. I hid them at home. I made my own bed. My mother was 
not...we kept our rooms clean. We made our own beds. We did our own 
stuff. I don’t remember if my mom ever taught me to sew, but she thought 
that was something boys should learn to function as an adult. That was 
just something that you ought to learn...and she was very artsy-crafty. 
Very creative. 

She used to do... before they were married, she would do store windows 
- like for Wineman’s. You know, department store windows. Oh, paintings 
and stuff. The lady that was the organ teacher, they had this big garage 
thing out behind the house. 

They called it the playroom. And that’s where they would entertain people. 
They would have big parties, and I can remember going there as a little 
kid and seeing all these murals painted. This was all stuff my mother did. 
She was very creative, artsy-fartsy kind of thing like that. 

01:01:23 And she thought that just made sense. And there was never an 

expectation you know that you go and get married at a certain age. My 
mother I think was 39 when she had me. They didn’t get married until 58. 
She was born in ’24; my dad was born in ’27 - they didn’t get married until 
1958. So, they were older. We were expected to go to college. It was 
just...that was what you were expected to do. 

01:02:12 I did for a while. I went to IUSB and I was like totally lost. I had no clue 
what I wanted to be when I grew up. Anthropology was my favorite 
classes there. I grew up with that kind of stuff. People who I admired as a 
kid, Jacques Cousteau, science stuff was a real big thing. Jane Goodall - 
I just was fascinated. Dian Fosse. I found Margaret Mead interesting. 

Mary Leakey was just...the whole Leakey family I just though was so cool. 
I wanted to do that. But the other problem was I had this fascination for 
mechanical things. 

And I’m thinking it would be really cool to be an archaeologist. And oh, 
god, dinosaurs was another thing. Oh my God. I was one of those little 
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kids that could tell you every dinosaur they knew. I had actual dinosaur 
bones. There was some place you could buy them. My parents bought me 
dinosaur bones. You didn’t know what they were really. Looked like this 
odd rock. Oh, the museums! 

01:03:28 The Field Museum - we were always going there. Science and Industry 
Museum. We went to Shedd Aquarium a few times. You know, I loved 
animals. That kind of stuff. I thought it would be really cool to be a 
paleontologist or archaeologist or something like this. 

Those don’t make any money. And I want a car like this...I could handle 
living in the desert during work season. But then I wanted to go home and 
play with toys. I didn’t see where the worlds would work out. I was just 
clueless. 

I went to school for a little while and just...you know. My parents - our first 
year we had to pay for. And if we did well, did what we were supposed to 
do, then we would get help. I didn’t get that far. I didn’t know what I 
wanted to do, and I got a job because I needed money. 

01:04:31 [JW] Gotcha. Well. Let’s go back to...you told me a story about starting to 
buy more clothes and then Dawn discovering a dress. So, I was hoping 
we could talk about that a little. 

[AP] That’s how I got outted. One of the things that attracted me to her 
was she seemed...to me she seemed very adventurous. The first time we 
ever had sex...I drove a station wagon. I had my parents’, at that point I 
had my parents’ hand-me-down Ford station wagon. We’d been going out 
and been involved in diving class for quite some point. And we went out 
and wound up going to a park on I believe it’s North Side Boulevard—the 
park with the ball diamonds right off of Twyckenham, where Twyckenham 
crosses the river. Right down the street from IUSB. 

01:05:45 Well we went there, and things got kind of involved. And she would...it 

was quite warm out, and so we decided to take it to the park in the parking 
lot where it was much cooler and it was nice and dark. And it’s like this 
was pretty freaking amazing because I wouldn’t probably have had the 
guts to do that. 

And she thought she was going to show me a thing or two and was very 
surprised because I kind of showed her a few things. It didn’t quite...what 
she planned to do didn’t happen the way she expected it to happen. 

How do I put this nicely? She expected things to end much sooner than 
they did. She thought she was just going to turn me inside out because 
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that’s just what she figured... “I’m just going to rock your world” and it’s 
like, it works both ways. 

[JW] So you thought she had this adventurous spirit, but when.... 

[AP] Yeah she was kind of adventurous like I’d never done anything like 
this with anybody. I think she was probably only the fourth person I’d ever 
had intercourse with! 

[JW] Right, right. But then when it came to clothing? She was adventurous 
when it came to clothing... 

[AP] Yeah, so she’s adventurous and we got involved doing things. Once 
we were a couple, she’d come up with ideas like you know...she enjoyed 
not necessarily dirty talk, but she would kind of come up with different 
scenarios while we’re fooling around. 

And I kind of have this fascination kind of interest in some of the kinky 
sides of things. And it turns out she is the one that brought some of this 
stuff up. And I’m thinking it’s like...this was...I was starting to have issues, 
like gender issues again. And I’m thinking I need to tell her. I think I could 
tell her. If you can be accepting of this kind of stuff, well then, maybe...you 
know, things were looking really good. I’m thinking, maybe you could be 
accepting of this. 

There were times when she’d come up with...where she would say she 
thinks it would be really hot to go out dressed with me as a woman. Or 
she thinks it would be really hot to see me be involved with a guy. Like be 
out at a club somewhere and then go to the restroom or in a dark corner 
and having some guy you know doing me. 

And I’m thinking oh my...you know...it’s like these weren’t things I had 
really thought about much. Because I would find guys attractive, but I 
never met and still really haven’t met a guy that I would want to be 
involved with. In a long-term emotional relationship, you know. A roll in the 
hay would be fine. But it’s like I know so many...based on so many of the 
guys I’ve known, I don’t want to be in a relationship with those people! 

[JW] But then when it came.. .so were you about to tell her? 

[AP] There were so many times I wanted to just come out and say “look.” 
And there were times I was literally about to say it. And the words would 
start to come out of my mouth, and I would freak out, and I would say 
something different. And then I’m disgusted with myself. And I’m so 
freaked out because I really loved her. 
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And I was too worried that she was going to freak out because what 
you’re saying, fantasy wise, doesn’t always...what sounds great as a 
fantasy doesn’t always translate great into real. On the one hand I am 
thinking you’re telling me it would be so hot to see me in a leather mini 
skirt and heels. And out at a club and doing stuff like this. 

01:11:24 But then...the reality that yeah, I would do this? And I would freak out. I 
would literally start to say it and I would literally just change my words as 
they were coming out of my mouth. It was like I can’t do this. I would try to 
pack it all the way in - just leave it as a kinky fun thing. And that’s the 
other complication. It’s not about sex but when it is. And it was a real turn 
on! And then later...well, we can get to that later. So yeah, so I didn’t... 

01:12:17 And I had started buying more clothes. During the whole time, I bought 

something here. I bought something there. I kept the stuff stashed. When 
the dysphoria was really bothering me, I worked for a glass company and I 
was on the road and I kept my clothes either stashed in the garage which 
she wouldn’t go near, or I kept stuff in my work van. 

And at one point one company I worked for, we covered a very large 
territory. And so, generally I would work to my farthest point and then I 
may have an hour drive home. It may be 45 minutes; it may be an hour 
and a half. It may be whatever! And very often what I would do is pull over 
on a country road somewhere, change, and then it was nice because I 
could be me for a while. And I would drive until I got, because I live out in 
the county. And I would drive, there’s a really secluded road five minutes 
from the house. And I would change. 

01:13:40 And one time I had a customer at a used car lot, and they weren’t there. 

And I knew they weren’t going to be there. And they pulled the vehicles 
inside the building at the back of the property. And just to prove I could do 
it, I changed three windows wearing a corset and five inch stilettoes! And 
you know, there have been some people: “oh you can’t walk in those” and 
stuff. And I had a pair of cheap stiletto pumps and just to prove I could do 
it, and of course I was always looking out the window. And I was lucky 
there was a window that faced, so anybody that was coming, I would see. 

But yeah. It wasn’t a real corset. It was a Victoria Secret corset, which is 
not by any means a real one. But yeah, just to prove I could do it, I did it in 
a corset and five-inch heels. 

01:14:45 [JW] That’s funny. So then tell us.. .tell about the dress - what happened? 

[AP] Oh my God, yeah. So yeah, I’d been buying clothes here and there, 
kept them where I knew she wouldn’t go looking. Kept stuff in my truck. 
And I got on...I don’t know what made me think this...I got on Ebay and I 
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actually wasn’t looking at clothes. It was always car parts. I happened to 
get on there, and I found some clothing. And there was this black leather 
dress that was very 80s, kind of ‘90s things. And there was pierce work 
and the shoulder had kind of like cap sleeves. 

And there was, the ‘80s was just kind of at a time when I really wanted to 
go out. I would go out of my way to drive past this dress shop on Western 
Avenue. And they would always have kind of clubbish stuff. There was a 
dress in the window, this burgundy satin thing kind of cut out in the middle 
and ruched. And down the outside, front, center and back. 

01:16:18 And I would drool at it going by. I’d go in there and look at it. And I wanted 

it in the worse way, and it was a lot of money I didn’t have. And I never did 
buy it. But I do stupid things like that. I drive by just to see in the window, 
and it’s like “oh god, I want that.” And I would buy stuff here and there. 

So anyway. I found this dress on Ebay, and all my information was in 
there and I bid on it. I thought I’m never going to get this, but I bid on it 
anyway. Well. I did get it. And I was home - I had a week off. I was home 
on vacation. We have a pond in the front yard, and I was out working 
around the pond. 

The phone rang; she answered it and it was work. And our CSR said, tells 
her, well there is a package there for me. And then it dawns on me what it 
is. And I played dumb. I wasn’t expecting...well, it’s a dress. I lied. Well, I 
don’t know - I don’t know why somebody would be sending me. She says, 
“well what is it.” I said, “I don’t know.” 

01:17: 54 So, then she says, “well, open it up and see what it is.” So, he opens it up 
and there’s this black leather dress with the pierce work on the top, 
and...oh, it got ugly. And I said, “I didn’t order anything. I don’t know 
anything about that!” I said, “oh I ordered something; maybe they sent the 
wrong item to the wrong person. That’s it. It must have been a mistake.” 
And she wasn’t really buying it. 

So, then she assumed I bought this for a girlfriend after he describes what 
it is. And she knows I’ve got a thing for leather. I probably have three or 
four leather skirts. I’ve a leather dress. I loved Wilson’s when they were at 
the mall, and I would go in there all the time. And I’d see what was there 
and what was my size and what was on sale. And I bought this leather 
dress I absolutely loved. 

01:18:55 And she liked that kind of stuff too, but they don’t make stuff in her size. 

And I had been...I worked like a lot. I would take on extra jobs and stuff 
like that. And there were a number of times when she would accuse me of 
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fooling around because I didn’t get home to this time or that time. She 
knew I worked late, but she’s got jealousy issues. Or I would do side work. 

That’s how I paid for stuff. There’s always side work. There’s always some 
car lot that wants something done extra cheap, so there’s always an 
opportunity to make some extra money on the side. 

And the problem was if she knew I had extra money, I wouldn’t have extra 
money anymore. Oh, she’s going to use it for this, she’s going to us it for 
that. I never... I never spent or felt that I could spend paycheck money on 
my stuff. Mostly my cars. 

01:20:17 And my attitude had always been as long as the bills are paid, I don’t care 
what you buy. Because her ex-husband had been, you know, she had to 
get money from him even though she sometimes worked two or three jobs 
at a time. 

It wasn’t necessarily her money to do what she wanted with all the time. It 
would drive me crazy. She’d be like “oh my God, my underwear is full of 
holes; I need underwear.” It’s like go buy yourself underwear! Don’t 
complain about it. You’re not buying a Ferrari, I don’t care. My attitude 
was as long as the bills are payed knock yourself out. 

But the only thing was, I’d expect the same the other way, and it never 
worked that way. So, my money, what I had - and I wouldn’t tell her about 
it. I absolutely had to say, “well yeah, I did a side job.” She would know 
within five dollars what my check would be each week before I ever saw it. 
And my hours were, how she does it, I don’t know. 

01:21:27 [JW] Well, did she come to believe that you bought the dress for you? Or 
did she think... 

[AP] At first I lied about it. She...her ex had fooled around on her a bunch 
of times. And there was a point where I thought telling her yes, I bought it 
for somebody else was more acceptable. She had been through that with 
him, and she could understand because she fooled around on him. After 
he started with her, she started doing it on him. 

So, there was for a short period of insanity I thought I would tell her, yeah, 

I bought it for somebody else. And then it’s just like no I can’t do this. I 
never fooled around on her. I don’t want to do that to her. I have to come 
clean, and I finally fessed up and said, “no, I bought it for me.” 

[JW] What did she say? 

01:22:30 [AP] Oh it was not pretty. We went round and round and round and round 
and round. And “are you gay are you this are you that what the hell are 
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you thinking and what’s wrong with you.” It was really ugly, and we fought 
for days. Things eventually kind of settled down. I was so worried about...I 
didn’t want to break up over it. And she came up with all these rules. That 
you know, if we’re going to stay together, I had to agree to all these rules. 

01:23:10 [JW] What were the rules? 

[AP] And in the meantime, within a week or two of this me getting outted, I 
was going from one job to another, driving. And I had a meltdown. I just 
lost it. I was so close to mashing the peddle to the floor. I wanted to put 
the truck into a bridge. I just couldn’t take it anymore. And you know, I hurt 
her. I felt like a freak. Even though I accepted myself for who I was, then 
you just feel like a freak case. 

I thought, I said, “I’ve got to talk to somebody, I’ve got to see somebody.” I 
found a therapist. I forget what it was called back then...Madison Center, 
that’s what it was. And I found somebody. I told them I need somebody 
who has some kind of experience with gender identity stuff, and they 
hooked me up with somebody. He was really nice. 

01:24:23 And anyway, at some time, I don’t remember if it was before that or after I 
started seeing the therapist. She came up with this whole thing it’s like 
basically I couldn’t do anything online. And I would get online at home and 
I would find different websites... I was looking for information. I had done 
that for years. I had gone to the library and there was like hardly anything. 
It got so much easier with the Internet, because before that there was like 
hardly any information out there. 

You knew about Renee Richards. You knew about Christine Jorgensen. 
You knew about a couple others that were really well known. But that’s 
really all you knew. At some point during that, I realized that...yeah, 
that’s—from what I could find out—that’s me. But that wasn’t acceptable. 

01:25:25 [JW] And the word, transgender? Did you identify with that when you 
heard it? 

[AP] That wasn’t even heard of. I don’t think I even heard the term 
transgender until maybe the late ‘90s. Transvestites... cross dresser was 
kind of around and coming to be used I think. But yeah, transsexuals and 
transvestite. And transvestite kind of got to be...got to have a negative 
connotation. If you were a transvestite, you were a pervert. And yeah then 
there was all of that. 

And over the years, this idea that if you’re wearing clothes of the opposite 
gender you’re some kind of a freak and a pervert. And you were lumped 
in with child molesters, and all that kind of stuff. 
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01:26:29 


01:27:41 


01:28:54 


01:29:57 


Which I knew wasn’t true. I had also been molested twice by a neighbor 
between the time I was...it happened in grade school and it happened 
again in high school. Same person. And it doesn’t bother me. 

[JW] I’m so sorry. 

[AP] I wouldn’t cross across the street to piss on his grave. I was rather 
amused, I had heard...he was a neighbor that lived down two doors away. 
And for the longest time, I thought he saw the part of me that I was hiding. 
There was something about...he could see something in me. 

You know, later on, I realized he was nothing but a perv or pedophile, a 
child abuser, and I also. And I just put it away. I walled it off. I didn’t let it 
bother me. I never told my parents. They had no idea. 

The first time it happened at his house. The second time it happened in 
my bedroom. He was physically very powerful. He had a bad temper. I 
know he had been in trouble with the law for assault. I kind of figured that 
the story that the police had was not the real story. 

I think it was probably a sexual assault. The guy it happened 
to...supposedly it happened over some lawn care work that the guy was 
supposed to be doing for him...and I think it’s probably not the real story. I 
never talked to anybody about it. I never felt... I just dealt with it myself. 

And like I said, I thought it was because he saw a side of me that I was 
hiding from the world. And then later I realized no, he’s a pedophile. He’s 
a child molester. He prayed on me because I was a weak target, and I 
know...we had moved away from them. 

We moved in ’76 like two blocks away. And I had heard the police came to 
arrest him for... never heard for what it was. But they came to serve a 
warrant on him and haul him off, and he ate a bullet. And I just kind of 
thought to myself, “fuck you, you bastard.” And that’s pretty much all I felt! 
And after I thought about it and I wouldn’t waste effort to walk across the 
street to piss on his grave. 

The only thing that has bothered me is the thought that by me not saying 
anything, somebody else was treated that way. And that’s what bothers 
me. I also, you know, just...I can’t change it. What happened to me 
happened to me. What happened to them happened to them. You know? 

So basically, I don’t think on it. And of course, Dawn blames that for me 
being trans. I was molested as a kid, this that and the next thing. 

There was the whole I wasn’t allowed to have...I couldn’t be on the 
Internet looking for anything to do with gender issues, and it didn’t matter 
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whether it was....it didn’t matter what it was. It didn’t make a difference if I 
got on some scholarly website or if I got on some cross-dresser’s group. 

It didn’t make a difference. It was not normal. I couldn’t have contact with. 

I saw Mark for a while...I don’t know how long. And she always asked, 
“what did you talk about? What did you talk about?” And it’s like, “well, we 
just talked.” 

01:30:57 And my thing is this is between me and him. I’m trying to work out my 

issues. Just...we’ll deal with you and this, you know, later. And you know, 
when I finally fessed up and came out to her and explained that this is an 
issue I’ve had since I was a kid on and off. And I thought it was put away. I 
didn’t think when we got married this wasn’t...you know, it’s like instant 
family. There were all these responsibilities I didn’t have, and it was put 
away. There were all these distractions. And so, this wasn’t going on until 
later. 

And you know, burying something like that...it doesn’t work. It always 
comes back. It would bother me. I would be able to put it away eventually. 
It would kind of run in cycles. And of course, by then it was bothering me 
more and more. By the time I got outed, that was a really bad time. 

01:32:08 And so...yeah, there’s the whole well, “you can’t do this. You can’t be on 
the web.” And I stayed up late on the computer. She’d go to bed and I’d 
be on there, and sometimes it would be trans related stuff. And I’d switch 
the screen real fast. And she’d “what are you doing? You’re on some...” 
And sometimes I was not lying. 

I did a lot of lying, and I did a lot of hiding. And it was all basically 
forbidden stuff. And then it got to be where, “well, if you need to be that 
way...” 

What was acceptable to her was well, I could be the woman during sex. 
But it was...to her, it was strictly a bedroom issue. It was strictly a sex 
thing. And to me, it wasn’t. It’s who I am! Sex is a part of it. But it isn’t what 
it’s about. 

01:33:21 And if I wanted to be the girl, I had to tell her that’s what I wanted. And the 
only way she could deal with it then, was she had to be the guy. Which I 
didn’t have a problem with because hey, you know, it doesn’t matter to me 
who you are, as long as I can be me. 

And the one time we did that...urn...Oh! And that was other things...I 
couldn’t have my own clothes. And I never told her about all the other 
clothes I had. I lied, I said, “no, I don’t have anything.” Because I knew 
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that she...she likes to destroy things and I knew if she knew about it, she 
would destroy what I had. 

And I was never one of those people that went through the whole binge 
and purge thing. So many people will go off and buy clothes and stuff and 
then wear them for a while and then they’ll have all these guilt feelings. 
And it’s like “I can’t do this anymore” and they’ll destroy it, throw away, get 
rid of it. That was never me. Because I could put it away, but I couldn’t 
just... 

[JW] Throw it away. 

[AP] Right! I mean, first of all, it was nice stuff and money is hard to come 
by and I just couldn’t do that from like a monetary sense I suppose. But 
the other thing was this is still me. Whether I act on it or not, it’s still me. 

01:35:12 [JW] But eventually she asked to see your clothes? 

[AP] Oh, yeah. Back to the “agreement”. The one time I said, “yeah” and I 
figured, reducing it to sex isn’t what it is but at least it was my only chance 
to actually be me for a change, really outwardly be me. And so...she...oh 
and there was an outfit, some lingerie that I liked. So, she had me dress 
up in it. And of course, I’m a lot skinnier than she is. So, nothing fit right. 
And I did the full outfit. Stockings. The, urn, it was kind of like a corset top. 
The whole deal. And the closet doors are mirrored. She made me go and 
stand in front of the mirror like, “well, do you see what you look like?” 

01:36:25 And I’m sure the whole point of this... because she would often say, “oh 
there’s nothing feminine about you, you can’t be like that. There’s nothing 
feminine about you.” You know, the chances of somebody being like that 
are like 1 in a million. It’s basically you can’t be who you think you are 
because that really doesn’t...that’s so rare. 

[JW] What did she think was rare...being... 

[AP] Trans. 

[JW] ...being trans? 

[AP] And you have to understand, by the power invested in her, by Dr. 

Phil, Dr. Laura, the Internet, and a Psych 101 class at Ivy Tech, she 
knows more than anybody out there. More than a therapist. Because 
she’s lived with me - she knows what all my problems are. You know, we 
talked about me not feeling like I fit in. But she wants to attribute 
everything to something else. Usually the simplest explanation is probably 
what it is. She’s the exact opposite. 
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01:37:38 I don’t like things about my face, things I want to change. I never liked my 
big nose; I hate my Adam’s apple. I hate my big hands. I got my dad’s big 
hands. And even...these were things that bothered me as a kid. But I had 
no idea, I couldn’t tell you why; I could just tell you I didn’t like them. Later 
I realized these are all the things, that physical things that tagged me as 
male, and that’s not how I want to look. So... 

My discomfort with my appearance is body dysmorphic disorder. My 
feelings about not fitting in...her favorite thing is Asperger’s. According to 
her, I’m an aspie. And it runs in the family. My grandson has it. So, I have 
it. At one time, she probably came up...it seems to me there were ten 
different things. 

Because my gender identity bothers me, I have OCD. It’s not OCD. It 
bothers me because there’s a mismatch. But because it bothers me, that’s 
obsessive-compulsive order.. .disorder. 

01:39:07 She’ll come up with the most convoluted way of instead of for whatever 
reason she can’t just admit that I know who I am...that she didn’t read me 
right, maybe. Maybe it’s that she doesn’t want to be wrong. But yeah. 

She kept pushing with the first therapist: “oh I want to come I want to 
come. I want to tell him what you’re really like.” Because I can’t tell him 
what my issues are. And there are other issues. There’s the lying, there’s 
the hiding things, there’s the withdrawing. 

And she said a lot of horrible things and that really bothered me. And the 
worse the dysphoria is, the more I kind of pulled away. I was expected to 
be the guy. And you know, “there’s nothing feminine about you.” I like cars 
and machines and stuff. It doesn’t matter. I like working with my hands. I 
like wood working. You know. I’d be making my own clothes if I could do 
it. 

01:40:28 [JW] So why did she eventually ask to see all the clothes? How did that 
happen? 

[AP] Oh god. We spent years where she either...she either ignored the 
problem and acted like it doesn’t exist. Or was constantly...it went back 
and forth. I’d do something and she’d blow up, and “this is all wrong. It’s 
your parents’ fault,” the whole weak or absent father and controlling 
mother thing. ‘Cause my mother ruled the roost, there’s no question about 
that. But that’s been disproved for homosexuality, disproved... 

[Multiple voices] 

[JW] Just blame mom, right.... 
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[AP] There’s all these theories she’s got - the fact that we grew up 
different. That we went to museums and would go to Chicago on spring 
break back when there was a place called Piper’s Alley in Old Town, this 
weird, kind of funky, almost like Diagon Alley kind of feel from Harry Potter 
with all these old shops. There was a place where you could go in there 
and eat and throw peanut shells on the floor. And as a kid, oh that’s the 
craziest thing in the world! 

01:41:55 We grew up very differently than she did. And so, that, that was the 

reason - it was our parents’ fault, and this and that and the next thing. 

And eventually we went through quite a period of not dealing with it. And I 
saw a bunch of different therapists because she had her agenda. 

I needed to be more of this and of that and I let her do a lot of stuff. I didn’t 
step up and take charge of a lot of stuff...just let her do...like all the 
financial stuff, she took care of. She’s good at it! She’s been involved in 
one aspect of office and bookkeeping work for all of her working life, you 
know? 

When the bill collectors are calling wanting money, she can sweet talk, 
bullshit, lie, get through it. But if They talk to me it’s like, you know, uh, 
yeah, I know I owe you money. But sorry, you’re at the back of a long line 
of people. And if they keep pushing me, I lost my temper and made things 
not so good. 

And she’s come along and straightened them out and sweet talked and b- 
sed her way back into something. So eventually...and at some point, and I 
can’t even tell you when, I finally realized that the only way I’m going to be 
happy is transitioning. 

01:43:33 And that was the one promise.. .in the beginning that was the one.. .one of 
the two promises I made that I was able to keep. One was I won’t 
transition while we’re married, and I won’t go on hormones. Which is kind 
of the same thing - and those were the only two promises that I was 
stupid enough to make that I was able to keep. 

01:44:33 And at one point, I had a Facebook account. I had two. I had boy account 
and I had my account. And at some point, there were...you know, I had 
told her before no, I didn’t have any clothes ‘cause I didn’t want what I had 
getting destroyed. I had said at some point that I’m not going out. And I 
really wasn’t. And then a couple of years ago, it was the day after, we 
didn’t go out on Valentine’s Day that year, year before last. We babysat, 
and we went out on Saturday night. 

Well. I had my Facebook...I was on my Andrea account. I had closed it. I 
shut it off. She is always snooping. There’s nothing in my life that’s 
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private. And she justifies it because I’d hid stuff. That gives her free reign 
to do anything she wants as far as poking into my life and business. 

And there was this little alert sound on my phone, and I had no idea what 
it was. Well, before we went to bed, I went to use the bathroom. I’d left my 
phone on the nightstand, and she came storming in there. I had gone to a 
link through Facebook. I thought I closed...I closed Facebook, but that link 
somehow came back, and that little pinging noise that I had no idea what 
it was notification that so-and-so had posted something. 

01:45:55 So, she got on my phone to investigate and what came up was my profile 
picture which was taken of me at the Woodfield Mall in Schaumburg like 
two years before, that, one of the few times I’d gone out and been 
dressed. And in fact, that was my first makeover. I went to the MAC store 
up there and gotten a makeover, went with my friend, Jeanette. 

And it was kind of funny because there’s a woodworking show kind of. It’s 
not a big show, it’s done at one place and it’s a particular company whose 
tools that I really like. And they have a couple other vendors come, people 
that they sell some of their stuff too. 

And so, I’d been there before. Jeanette had been with me as AJ. And this 
year, Jeanette went with. And I thought well, I’m not going to change 
before I go. I’ll do that afterward. That way if...it’s a very guy-oriented 
hobby and stuff like that. I thought I’ll go in boy drag. If there’s any 
problem, Jeanette’s with me. If there’s any problem, at least... kind of run 
interference was the idea. And so... 

01:47:25 And it was funny because I changed in the car on the freeway. And got 
there and you know, had my appointment at the MAC store had no clue, 
picked a day the place was packed. Jeanette stood there, watched me get 
my makeover, saw me get dressed, I mean, we’ve known each other for 
like 8 years at this point. And this was one of the first times she actually 
saw me dressed. I’d seen her plenty of times. 

And it was funny because we’re walking around the mall, just checking 
stuff out after it was over. And we got separated a couple times. She 
walked past me three different times, didn’t even recognize me! I got such 
a kick out of this. Dawn’s thing was when she say this “oh you’re going 
out, you’ve got clothes!” And it’s like yeah I went out. No big deal. I want 
time to be me. 

01:48:30 And of course, this was World War III. This was World War IV. And I was 
hiding it. I was lying through my teeth and doing all these things behind 
her back just like I did before, and on and on and on. 
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And after, I don’t know when it was, 2-3-4 weeks, she said, “you said you 
didn’t have clothes.” I said “well, I’ve got a few.” And she obviously, she 
sees me in the picture. I mean, it was a full shot. And the profile picture 
was cropped from that probably. And then there’s a full shot of me by the 
Rainforest Cafe or something. So, it’s pretty obvious yes, I’m in full me 
mode. So, things were really ugly. And eventually things kind of died 
down, and she kind of tried to deal with it a little. 

01:49:30 And eventually she proposed that, okay, I can go out and be me. But I 
can’t do it at home. I can’t do it anywhere around where I live. Because 
somebody is going to know. Somebody is going to find out. And I so 
wanted to tell her about Jeannette walking right past me three times and 
not recognizing me. Because I can’t do that - what are the neighbors 
going to think? 

Oh my god what if somebody sees me? The kids’ friends are going to see 
me somewhere. She was worried about her. I think really that was her big 
worry. Well, you’re going to get beat up. Somebody’s going to do this, and 
I said yes, it’s a possibility. But if I’m out, I’m very aware of my 
surroundings. I don’t put myself in situations...you know, you try to 
minimize the risk. But not to the point of not being me. 

01:50:33 So, her proposal was, well, I could go out. It has to be out of town. And it 
has to be with her - it can’t be with anyone else. It has to be with her. So, 
it was kind of came down to well, we’ll go to Chicago. And it’s like.. .well, 
we’ll make a weekend out of it. And it can kind of be like a girl’s weekend 
out thing. 

And I’m like, boy I don’t know where this is coming from. It’s like she’s 
trying, but I don’t trust her. And you know, it sounds too good to be true. 
And we were in the Walmart parking lot and she was talking about this. 

We talked about it before. We started talking about it again. I said, “you 
realize that by being out in public with me, you’re opening yourself up to a 
lot of potentially unpleasant comments, possibly physical issues. “ 

01:51:39 [JW] Why did you say that to her? 

[AP] Because I wanted her to know what she’s getting herself into. And at 
one point...the first time around, I wanted her to know I’m not going out 
chasing guys. This isn’t about dressing up to go hang out in a bar to pick 
up a guy or get picked up. I wanted her to go with me, because I wanted 
her to know that this is...that her little fantasy scenarios are not what I was 
going out to do! 

And, urn, it just...and it had gotten to the point where she was so negative 
about everything. 
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01:52:33 


01:53:38 


01:54:30 


01:55:43 


And she had...oh, I had met my cousin online. She’s trans; she had 
transitioned about ten years ago. We’ve never met. We’re not close 
cousins. But her last name is my middle name, which is my grandmother’s 
maiden name. And I had asked...I felt a little creepy, and I tried to ask 
really nice, and I asked about her - and I knew she was trans. 

And so many times, people don’t use their real names for stuff. But it’s an 
unusual name. And I said “look, is your last name really your last name? 
Because that’s the name that I use, is actually my middle name which is 
my grandmother’s maiden name.” And she says “yeah, that’s really my 
last name.” She kept her surname when she transitioned, and that’s how I 
met my cousin. She’s really cool; she’s kind of this...what is now she, 63 
or 64, this old hippie. 

[JW] Yeah? Has she helped you in talking about... 

[AP] We’ve talked online. I mean, she called me one time from Chilliwack. 
Unfortunately, it shows up on my phone, and Dawn didn’t know about her. 

I told my parents about her. 

[JW] Where’s Chilliwack? 

[AP] Chilliwack is about 100 kilometers east of Vancouver. 

[JW] Oh, okay. 

[AP] She lives about as far as you can get. But she transitioned. 

Everything was...she is so happy. She’s got a daughter that accepts 
her...couple grandkids maybe. 

But...and then Dawn found out about her when she found my Facebook 
page. And oh my god the things that come out of her mouth. The most 
transphobic, horrible...she has called her “it,” “freak,” “monster,” 

“creature.” She’d drag her up in a fight, and I finally told her: she’s got a 
name. It’s Cheryl. If you can’t call her Cheryl, don’t even talk about her! 

Because to me, that’s like...and then, well, I think she found out about 
Cheryl before this “agreement” about us going out. And then she said, 

“this agreement about us going out is something we can do a couple times 
a month.” I’m thinking, okay, this is great...but, you know, we can’t afford 
to go to Chicago for the day a couple of times a month let alone go and 
she’s talking about spending the night, doing all this kind of stuff. And that 
was one of the things. 

Two, well I brought up the thing that you realize you being in public with 
me is opening you up to the same kind of abuse that I could be subject to 
- and people aren’t going to understand why, you know, if they figure we 
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are married, why you would put up with this, why you would allow this to 
happen. 

There’s so much of that going on...and any wife that accepts this from her 
partner isn’t right either. And it’s like, yeah, she understood. I wanted her 
to know to make it very clear that by being seen in public with me, it 
couldn’t have been that I was the short one...face it, I’m 6’2 and I’m 12 
inches taller than she is. I stand out. It’s like.. .this is what.. .and I said 
something. She said yeah, and I said, “so, I guess this makes you a 
lesbian doesn’t it?” 

01:57:05 [JW] What did she say to that? 

[AP] And she said, “well, I don’t know - maybe it does.” Which is funny 
because she doesn’t like other women; she can’t stand to work in an office 
with other women, because according to her every woman in an office is a 
catty bitch and they’re always backstabbing you. I mean, she came out 
one time a couple years ago and said that she doesn’t need friends 
because friends only screw you over. She can’t stand lesbians. 

[JW] But your daughter? 

[AP] Yes. That’s the funny thing. She doesn’t like gays. Especially flaming 
gays, you know - any PDAs, anything like that, she doesn’t like. But she 
doesn’t mind gay porn. The thing with that is she likes it because it’s 
visual; you can see everything going on. I’m like, okay, doesn’t do a thing 
for me. I can’t stand it because it’s all this macho, testosterone-laden, 
just...eh. Real women-done lesbian porn, that’s good. 

[JW] Did you wind up going out with her? 

[AP] No, never! 

[JW] Why? 

01:58:25 [AP] A few...it was maybe a month after we came to this agreement. And I 
told her, I don’t see what the problem with being me in town. I’m not going 
to walk over to the neighbor’s house to borrow a cup of sugar. But, you 
know, it’s like...our kids hang out with their kids. 

They’re not exactly a bunch of prudes over there. It’s like whether they 
accept me for me or not, I don’t know. They would probably find it a bit 
odd, but I’m not likely to be shunned by them, by that family. But I think 
the thought of them knowing would really drive her up the wall. 

[JW] So you didn’t go out. 
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[AP] But no, we never went out. And she started in on the thing, “well, we 
what do you have for clothes.” I said, “I have a few things.” I kept it at work 
because I run the warehouse. We had a room out back where my desk 
was. I had everything hanging on racks. I had one of those portable closet 
things where you can zip it up and keep it all protected. And that’s where I 
kept it. My boss pretty much leaves me alone. It was stashed out of the 
way. And, you know. 

01:59:50 So, she started...one day she came up with this idea that “well, why don’t 
you bring your clothes home and you can hang them in your side of the 
closet.” And I’m thinking oh my god, is this really happening? 

It’s like on one hand I’m really happy and on the other hand, I’m thinking 
no, I’m getting set up. You know, I talked to the girls about it because the 
oldest two are very supportive of me. We talk about a lot of stuff, and like I 
said, they’re very supportive. They’ve known from very early on after the 
shit hit the fan, like ten years ago. 

And they told me don’t. Everybody told me, don’t do it. Because she’s got 
this history of destroying things when she’s mad. I held out about three 
weeks, and then finally one day I loaded the stuff up. 

And since then we’ve moved, we’ve moved out of the back part of the 
building so everything is in the front now. And I had everything packed in 
boxes and I keep them behind my desk in the office up front. If my boss 
has gone through them, he has never given me any indication. 

02:01:20 So, I had all this stuff packed up. And I had a lot more clothes than I 
thought I did! 

Because I would have clothes here, but then I would stash something. I 
would go buy something. There was a deal where I was buying a lot of 
things at Kohl’s because a coworker, he would buy $10 coupons off the 
Internet. We would go and you could buy something for $10, give or take. 
And you could return it. 

And that $10 coupon was store credit with no expiration date - and I told 
Dawn about this kind of a deal thinking she’s not working. Here’s a chance 
you could go buy stuff, and you can get stuff without really...with a little bit 
of work, you know, some time and effort, you can buy clothes for Lexi. 

You can buy clothes for yourself. 

She didn’t want any part of it. She blew me off. So, I started doing it 
because my coworker, you know, that was something to do at lunch. And 
then he said, “I’ll give you one.” “You would do that for me?” He said, “I’ll 
give you one.” 
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02:02:33 And I had already decided that this marriage isn’t going to last. If I can’t be 
me, I have to get out of here. It’s not fair to me. It’s not fair to her. It’s all 
screwed up. This was going on for like 3 years maybe before World War 
IV broke out when she found my Facebook page. 

[JW] Oh, okay. 

[AP] It just got to the point where he’d buy them off the Internet and give 
me some. And then it got to the point where I would split it with him. It’s 
like we could buy 20 ten-dollar coupons for $20. So, I had a little side 
money, it’s like here, we could split it. 

And I bought myself a beautiful cobalt blue wool peacoat. It was $260- 
some dollars. I kept doing the returns thing. I paid maybe 20 or 30 dollars 
in cash. And I would always buy on clearance; I would always buy on sale. 
I would do it with that, so I wasn’t spending paycheck money to do this. 

So, I ended up with a lot of clothes. I had the stuff from previous years... 
and the only time I got rid of something was if it basically if it was really out 
of style was the only time I would get rid of something. And it would go to 
Goodwill or...yeah it was always Goodwill. 

02:04:21 So, I’d have my clothes behind my desk at the back of the warehouse. I’d 
throw something in a box up here on a shelf. I ran the warehouse. Nobody 
was going to come back there and find anything! So, when I started to 
bring stuff home and started consolidating, I ended up with two or three 
big boxes of clothes. I loaded it in the car; I took them home. It’s like no...I 
wanted to but I still don’t trust it. Everybody is telling me no. 

Well, we talked and talked and talked one-night till like 4 in the morning. 
And I finally went out and brought the boxes in and set them in the living 
room or the bedroom floor. And she looks at that and it’s like... “you said 
you had a few clothes.” I said, “well, I didn’t know I had that much stuff.” I 
said, “there was a few things here, you know - when it was all put 
together.” And I said, “there’s a few things I can’t find.” And I just kind of 
left it at that. 

02:05:36 So, I finally I sat down and opened the top box. And I had it segregated - I 
had tops here and I was very organized. So, I sat on the bed and would 
get something out and would hold it up. She’d look at it and say oh, that’s 
cute. I like that. Then I’d get the next piece out. And this went on forever. 

And there were two things, a red pointelle knit cowlneck sweater, she 
didn’t like. I had to get rid of that. Which, they’re my clothes, why are you 
telling me I have to get rid of something. I don’t tell you what you can and 
can’t buy. I don’t tell you. You know. I will find a very tactful way to tell you 
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that maybe that isn’t your best choice to wear. I don’t care if I hate it; I’m 
no going to tell you...you know, what are you thinking? If I hate it, I’m not 
going to say I hate it. I will tactfully communicate that maybe it’s not your 
best choice. But it’s still yours. 

02:06:51 And the two tops that she said I had to get rid of, neither one of them were 
pieces I was terribly attached to. I wasn’t thrilled with them, but I got them 
on clearance for, you know, and I bought so much stuff on clearance so a 
lot of stuff I didn’t even really pay for - you know ten-dollar coupon and 
something for $8.80. And then I spent a couple more dollars cause I’d buy 
a candy that was on sale for $7.99 and then pay the difference with the 
ten-dollar coupon. 

So. We went through the whole thing. And she was planning on having 
gastric bypass surgery. She has what I think is called Dawn’s Syndrome, 
kind of appropriate. Basically, her liver is pumping sugar into her system 
at night. She’s tried dieting, she’s tried all this stuff, and nothing really 
works. She was having gastric bypass, so at one point she actually asked, 
“you know, there’s going to be a point where this stuff will fit me for a 
while. You think I could borrow this top?” Well, yeah. 

02:08:10 And she also brought up, “see you know what to buy me...why don’t you 
buy me stuff like this?” Well, I don’t buy it because they don’t make it in 
her size. I’m lucky. I can shop in the lady’s department. She has to be 
woman’s I can wear a large or extra-large depending on how it’s cut and 
what it’s made of. Basically, if it fits my shoulders...that’s my big stumbling 
block. And you know, it’s like they don’t make cute stuff like this in your 
size in any place I’ve been to. But she just thought, style wise, she just 
liked what I have. And you know, hey, this is kind of cool. I kind of like this. 

So, everything was fine, and I just put it back in the box. She hated my 
boots. I had a couple of pairs of boots, and the one she saw in the picture 
were knee highs and you could flip them up and they come up over the 
knee. And I just love those. I like that you can do both. They aren’t what I 
was looking for when I was buying them, but I have to buy online for 
shoes. I cannot walk into a place - maybe Nordstrom’s because they have 
an insane shoe department and carry big sizes. 

02:09:40 But this is what I could get on sale online. And they weren’t my first 
choice. They had a 4-inch stiletto heel, which I like, but I wanted 
something a little more...I wanted a pair of riding boots really is what I 
wanted. But you know this is what I could find, and she didn’t like those at 
all. 
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It was interesting. She really didn’t say much about my leather stuff. 
Because I’ve got three or four leather skirts, and then the leather dress. 
Oh, I had a suede skirt too. But she really didn’t say anything about those. 

[JW] But what did she wind up doing? 

[AP] Oh my god. My clothes sat in boxes for about...right in the bedroom 
floor for about probably 3-4 weeks. She decided that I had way too much 
clothes; I couldn’t put them in the closet. And I did! I had way more than 
the guy’s clothes I had. And so, I’m the one that always did the laundry. 

She’s got knee problems, and the whole weight thing really aggravates it. 
And I’m the one who did the laundry. And I kind of got...lazy, distracted, 
too busy to do it. And I ran out of underwear. And at that time, she was 
working, and she left before I did. I wanted clean underwear, and I didn’t 
have any guy’s underwear. I reached in the top of the box ‘cause that’s 
where all my underwear was in the box and I grabbed a pair and threw 
them on and went to work. 

02:11:27 And I did it again the next day. And I think it was about the third day 

probably about 4 in the afternoon when I get a phone call. “Where’s such 
and such underwear?” ‘Cause I had a pair of champagne gold ones. 
“Where are those? Why aren’t they in the box?” I said, “I wore them. I 
needed clean underwear. That was clean, so I just reached in there and 
grabbed it.” “You’re not allowed to wear that stuff!” 

And see, there was never anything said about I’m not allowed to wear this 
or what that. It’s just the going out thing was out of town. I think the whole 
I have to ask to be me during sex thing was still in effect. But after what 
happened in the past, no, I didn’t...I wasn’t going to do that again because 
of that whole.. .uh, humiliation doesn’t turn me on. And to me that’s all it 
was - the whole “see there’s nothing feminine about you; you’re just a guy 
in a dress kind of thing.” 

And uh...so yeah she went ballistic. I said, “I needed clean underwear. 
That was clean. It’s not like I picked through it to pick the sexiest thing I 
could find. I reached in the box and grabbed a pair of underwear.” And so, 
there’s this big argument going on when I’m at work. She says: “well, you 
won’t be doing that again.” It’s like oh, crap. 

02:13:10 So, I rushed home. I opened the box up. And she had gone through there 
and it was like... this rage. You could sense the rage and the violence. 

She had taken apparently scissors and a knife...kitchen knife to my stuff. 
My boots, I had a couple pair of boots, I had sandals. I don’t remember all 
I had. 
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And the boots, she claimed, made me look like a “slut.” Just slashed. It 
was just so obviously violent and rage. And I started digging through and 
all my stuff is like this. And I took that box and open the next box, and it’s 
more of the same thing. 

And it’s like oh this ain’t happening. And she wouldn’t believe that I didn’t 
spend money on buying all this stuff. I explained the whole coupon deal 
and reminded her that she had a chance to do all this. But she couldn’t 
believe that I could buy this Vera Wang top for ten dollars. “Oh, I know 
how much that is!” The Vera Wang stuff, the Jennifer Lopez stuff, that stuff 
is not cheap, the Dana Buckman stuff, it is not cheap. 

02:15:05 And we’re not talking —I’m not shopping at Nordies. I’m not shopping at 
Bloomies. 1 We’re talking about me shopping at Kohl’s buying off the 
clearance rack. And it worked because I could go up there about every 
day. I could see what came up and what was on sale. 

And I would buy on clearance and I would get a coupon in the mail for 
25% off on top of it and I would use my ten-dollar coupons and she always 
fancied herself this fantastic shopper. And I think...and I wonder if part of 
it she was couldn’t stand the thought that I was a better shopper than she 
was. 

02:15:48 [JW] But how do you come away from that moment? How do you move 
beyond that in your marriage? 

[AP] I called the cops! 

[JW] You did? 

[AP] I filed a report, and I went to the door and the officer, a nice young 
guy comes there, and I explain that she destroyed all my stuff. And then I 
proceeded to tell him that I’m transgender, I identify as a woman, and 
these are all women’s clothes because he’s going to find out, and it’s like 
I’m not hiding anything! And she did it. 

And in the end he decided well, that’s community property and I can’t 
prosecute. I mean, I’ll turn it over to the prosecutor but it’s community 
property. I’ll guarantee you though, if I had taken her custom-made 
sapphire diamond ring and smashed it, they’d have hauled me off 
because that would have been different. 

02:16:42 [JW] So what is the future for you and Dawn? 

[AP] She filed for divorce last October. 


1 She is presumably referring to Nordstrom and Bloomingdales, two popular department store chains. 
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[JW] Okay. 

[AP] Um, I don’t remember what set that one off. It was probably... I’ve 
forgotten. She decided she had enough. It may have been something 
about my cousin came up. I don’t remember. We had a preliminary 
hearing. The deal was I pay for...I get to live in the house until whatever 
we decide to do with it. I pay the cell phone bill. I pay for my health 
insurance, which I don’t have so that’s not a worry. I pay for a couple other 
bills. She told the judge she’ll pay the house payment, the gas, the 
electric. Her student loans, some other stuff. 

And it sounds really good on paper but what the judge doesn’t know is 
that the state was paying the house payment because she wasn’t working 
and there’s a program that if you lost your job during the economic toilet 
flush...so yeah it’s not, “I’m making the house payment.” No, you’re not- 
the state is paying the house payment. 

02:18:03 The gas and electric bills - well, if you can get the township trustee 

because you’ve told everybody I’m living with the oldest kid so you can 
stay on the state insurance program because they are the only ones that 
will pay for the bariatric surgery she had. And I went along with that 
because I think she needs in the long run...it’s a huge health issue. I 
mean, she’s diabetic. Most people who have that no longer have problems 
with the diabetes. 

She needed that, and it’s like okay, I perjured myself. I said I don’t live 
there. She wrote the letter, and I signed it. But...you know, but what it 
really comes down to...she’s taken my paycheck to pay the bills that she 
was supposedly paying, and I’m basically still in the house doing this 
because, um, my whole paycheck...I don’t see anything out of my 
paycheck except for basically $15 a week to get me back and forth to 
work. You know, gas. I can’t move out because I can’t save any money up 
for a deposit on an apartment or anything. 

02:19:20 Come hell or high water, D day is going to begin in October because she 
has had a year to find work that she’ll stick to. She works temp jobs, and 
the reason is...she’s figured a way to gain the system. Because when you 
lost that much weight, you have a lot of excess skin. 

Tummy tucks are not paid for by insurance because that’s a cosmetic 
procedure. However, what she has figured out, and she surprised her 
surgeon, from time to time people who have excess skin get yeast 
infections. Reoccurring yeast infection is a medical issue they will pay for. 

And in fact, she brought this up last night, she says well, we’re not getting 
divorced because of your gender issues. I’m okay with who you are. My 
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problem is that you lied to me. You destroyed my life. You didn’t give me a 
chance to...you couldn’t tell me this up front. If you would have told me 
this upfront, I would have had the chance whether to run or stay with you. 

02:20:40 And she doesn’t understand that at that time in my life, I had it put away, I 
thought it’s no, it’s done. I am happy. I don’t have to...and I got her after I 
got outed, there was a very good book written by a woman by the name of 
Helen Boyd. And it’s called My Husband Betty, Love Life and...something 
with a cross dresser. And her husband told her upfront. Within a couple 
weeks of them dating, Betty said... 

I think it was something to do with a picture of Betty dressed as Marie 
Antoinette for a Halloween thing. Betty was an actor, anyway, did like 
Broadway stuff. I guess what started it was he showed Helen the picture 
and said, “I like to dress up like Marie Antoinette.” And Helen is like, “oh, 
this is really cool.” This is creative and a little out there. And urn I’d like to 
do it again. At first, she is thinking, for Halloween? Cool. “No, I like to 
dress up.” Which is basically not necessarily like Marie Antoinette - as a 
woman. 

02:22:19 So, they knew very early on, and her thing...and anyway I got this book. 

And I learned so much of that because she doesn’t candy-coat anything. 
She’s very blunt and honest about it all. And it’s not a crossdressers or 
trans partners are horrible, rotten freaks and stuff like that. 

There’s good and there’s bad and this is what happens. And she has 
interviewed all these people. And you know. So, I gave her the book. And 
I learned so much about what happens to the partner in all of this. And to 
me it was very eye opening. It was very helpful. 

Well, anyway I got her the book from the library. She didn’t sit down and 
read it. What she did is she sat down and skimmed it, and she picked all 
the bad aspects of everything. The lying, the hiding, the ones that cheat 
on their wives with some guy they meet somewhere because it validates 
their feelings of femininity. And all this kind of thing. 

02:23:32 And then she was printing out stuff and she was doing searches on the 
Internet for stuff. And she would print this stuff out and give it to me. And 
it’s like, I could within...basically no more than two paragraphs, I could tell 
this came from some religious based site just because of what they’re 
pushing, you know? “Trans people are sick. They’re freaks. They need to 
be cured.” And this is the kind of stuff she is pushing at me. 

And this went on like, like I said when I got first outed. But you know, she’s 
been telling me “oh I’m okay with who you are. I’m okay.” And it’s like you 
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02:24:31 


02:24:57 


02:26:40 


02:27:32 


can’t be okay with me and who I really am when you talk about my cousin 
the way you do. 

How can you say your own daughter, you know, you can’t stand lesbians 
but you’re okay with Rachel and Ashley? Really? How can you justify? 

Just because it’s your kid, she’s okay? But I think if they came to a door 
with a petition to prevent same-sex marriage, she would have done it. And 
it’s like, this is your child... 

How can you... 

[JW] Well, what will your life look like after the divorce? Will you start 
hormones? Will you do things differently? 

[AP] I decided I can’t tell you when I decided it, but I just...yeah, I’m going 
to transition. How soon? I mean, there are times...I just get so frustrated 
with things. One of the problems is in ten years’ time, I’ve seen 8 or 10 
therapists, 3 of which had a clue, one of which was absolutely wonderful. 
Unfortunately, I was never able to see any of them long enough...and 
because of insurance regulations, basically none of them allow any 
gender stuff. Fortunately, people know how to work around it. You code it 
a little differently. You code it as anxiety issues. Because if you put gender 
stuff on there all of a sudden, no, we’re not paying for that. 

And partially for that reason, I’ve never officially been diagnosed as 
gender dysphoric. Urn, I know who I am. I know how I feel. I don’t need...I 
want a therapist to make me think and to ask questions and make me ask 
questions. But I don’t want a gatekeeper, you know? 

And that’s the way it was always done. You had to see this person. You 
had to answer questions in the right way. At one time, if you were 
attracted to women, you were out. It was not acceptable. You’re not 
acceptably trans if you have any feelings toward a woman! 

They told you that you had to, you know if you transitioned, basically you 
left your family. You left where you lived. You left everything behind, and 
you start in a completely different place where nobody knows you and 
start fresh. That was seen as the only way to successfully live. 

[JW] But for you, you said that two of your children are very open and 
accepting, but are the others not? 

[AP] The kids...since I got outed, certainly. The kids have heard the fights. 
They hear things. Kids are a lot smarter than parents give them credit for. 
They, I think it was Christmas two years ago, we got in a big fight. Dawn 
took off to her parents that were living with her brother in Goshen. 
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She didn’t take Ashley or I...excuse me, Alexis or I. She basically took off 
without us. And we had been fighting about me being trans. That was in 
there somewhere; I don’t remember what it just was. And so, I came out to 
her. And great thing to hear at Christmas, dad. “Look, I’m a woman.” 

02:28:46 And right about the same time my son was over. He’s grown, he’s on his 
own. He’s like 27, whatever. And he was the one I always worried about 
because he’s got a genius IQ but he’s doctor evil. He’s not Einstein; he’s 
doctor evil. He’s always been a behavioral problem. He’s always been in 
trouble. 

Oh it’s been a real...And we didn’t get along. I don’t...his behavior I don’t 
accept. And I tried to be...there were parenting issues. I always was “the 
bitch.” I was the one who “you’re grounded for a week or you’re grounded 
for two weeks.” Or something like that. 

Mom was always the one who said, “oh, you’re being too hard on him.” 
And this kid can manipulate you like there’s no tomorrow. And from the 
time he was a little kid, my mother had him pegged. And he didn’t like her 
because she had his number. He can smile. He was so cute. He would 
have been a cute girl. Blonde wavy hair and the smile... he could have 
been such a manipulative daddy’s girl. 

02:30:10 So, I was too hard on him, she thought - so she’d let him off, so then I’d 
make it two weeks and then maybe they’d be grounded for a week, which 
is kind of what I wanted in the first place. And when I came out to him... 
he’s got drug and alcohol abuse problems. Anyway, he was over one day, 
and I came out to him. And he was the one I worried about because of his 
issues. I didn’t want my being trans to be another reason to justify all his 
problems. 

And I told him, and he said, “well, yeah, I know, I heard things.” They’ve 
heard the fights. They’re not clueless. I’m sure he talks to his sisters to 
some degree. And I told the girls, well, I really worry about...that’s why I’m 
not out to him at this point. Jason I never told in person, but I know he 
knows through the grapevine and we don’t talk about it. I mean, we’ve 
talked about things like if I’ve gone with him somewhere and helped him 
on a project. Things have come up and I’ve talked about things just like 
the assumption is that he knows. So, what I’m saying wasn’t out of the 
blue or whatever. But Andrew I really worried about, and his response was 
“I’m no one to judge.” 

02:31:51 [JW] How did you feel? 
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02:32:31 


02:33:33 


[AP] “You’re my dad. You’re always going to be my dad. I’m no one to 
judge. I love you no matter what. I just don’t want to see it in my house. I 
don’t want my kids to...” 

And I thought it’s a lot better than I thought. I can handle, I could work with 
that. And if you’re not comfortable with me...and at that point I hadn’t told 
anybody. I told the girls that I would probably transition, and that was...it’s 
been, what, five years maybe. 

At some point when I just kind of decided this marriage is going nowhere if 
I can’t be me, to whatever degree. It’s got to end. And there’s so many 
other issues too. Even if Dawn said, “I’m okay with you if you need to 
transition, let’s do this.” Still, that’s not the only issue; there’s financial 
issues and all kinds of other things. So, to me, a divorce is... 50% of it 
certainly if not more is being trans, but there’s other the other issues that 
go with it. And there’s a lot of baggage with what’s been said. 

[JW] I’m actually going to pause this for a moment. Let me save...just 
make sure I...holy crap. 

[Audio ends] 
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